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Limited access to health care, and exposure to severe 

occupational hazards, heightened stress, absence of 

social support, and discrimination, means migrants 

are vulnerable to many health conditions. The mi-

grant population’s biggest challenge is their extremely 

limited access to health services, especially when they 

suffer occupational injuries. Many migrants work 

in hazardous manual-labor occupations that often 

result in work-place injuries and can force a return to 

rural villages. Depression and excessive stress are also 

common due to separation from family, poor working 

conditions, and other difficulties of urban life. The fact 

that migrants are disproportionately young people who 

begin with exceptionally good health disguises some of 

the detrimental health consequences of the migration 

experience; consequently the health costs of migration 

are likely to go unobserved unless longitudinal data 

becomes available. 

Migrants themselves are not the only group touched 

by geographic movement. To circumvent the costs 

and uncertainties of migration and, more importantly, 

to retain land rights, rural families often send young 

adults to work in cities while others stay to tend the 

fields. Geographic separation divides families, remov-

ing labor from local production, and empt-

ing villages of young people. The remain-

ing family members, often the elderly, 

are forced to perform many of the 

tasks traditionally undertaken 

by others, including tending 

farms and raising children. 

However, not all of migra-

tion’s effects are negative. The 

most obvious way that migration 

affects families and communities is 

by bringing financial capital back to 

the agricultural communities through 

wages and savings sent home. When workers return 

home, temporarily or permanently, the financial gain 

is often accompanied by skills and knowledge acquired 

in cities, and has led to improved living standards. In 

many regions, this has also promoted local economic 

development.

The recent global economic crisis has undoubtedly 

affected the lives of many migrant workers and their 

families. Widespread layoffs and factory closings, 

especially in coastal areas predominately dependent 

on manufacturing exports, have left some 10-20 mil-

lion migrants jobless. While the migration flow from 

rural to urban areas has slowed, it has not ceased, and 

more importantly, a massive return migration has not 

occurred. Migrants have shown remarkable resilience; 

many are holding on in cities or moving to other 

urban areas to find employment in less export-driven 

industries. Some migrants have returned to their home 

villages with the hope of migrating back to cities once 

the downturn has eased. Even before the impact of the 

economic crisis is fully understood, we may witness a 

revived flow of migrant workers, signaling the begin-

ning of China’s economic recovery. 

China’s Floating Population
ISERP Faculty Fellow Explores the Effects of Internal Migration

Because of the hukou system, the legal status of 

China’s internal migrants more closely resembles that 

of undocumented immigrants to developed coun-

tries rather than other internal migrant populations. 

While their presence in cities is legal, China’s internal 

passport system does not allow most migrants to gain 

local residential status in the cities where they work. 

As a result, migrants hold disproportionate numbers of 

low-paying, low-skilled jobs distasteful to urban resi-

dents and are also excluded from many urban welfare 

provisions including housing, healthcare, and educa-

tion for their children.

A considerable number of studies have sought to un-

derstand the effects of migration on workers, but rep-

resentative data has been difficult to obtain. Problems 

collecting accurate data on migrant populations in 

China are similar to issues collecting data on undocu-

mented immigrants or homeless populations in the 

United States. Many migrants reside in non-standard 

housing, largely at their places of employment, such 

as construction sites, workshops, or rooms added to 

factory buildings, and because they are not urban resi-

dents, they do not appear on the registration lists that 

are commonly used to collect survey data. 

These difficulties have not deterred researchers but 

have instead urged them to adopt alternative research 

designs and data collection methods. A group of 

researchers in the US and China have begun an un-

precedented effort to obtain more accurate records of 

migrants’ lives, in the Internal Migration and Health in 
China study. The project involves obtaining a  com-

plete census of randomly selected small geographical 

areas  that cover residential areas as well as alternative 

living accommodations that may house migrants; and 

drawing random samples of households from the cen-

sus list compiled in the previous step within each small 

area. The project has collected substantial information 

on migration histories and other life experiences, as 

well as provided data about health and well being. An 

extension of this study to collect longitudinal data, 

where surveyed individuals and families are tracked 

and interviewed over time, is currently being planned.

This new empirical evidence has confirmed some 

hypotheses about the migrant experience while reject-

ing others. The migrants’ most important gains are 

economic. Compared to rural villagers, workers in 

cities are much better off financially, but in contrast to 

permanent urban residents, migrants continue to be 

discriminated against. Despite their growing numbers, 

migrants are still relegated to informal and blue-collar 

jobs. Low levels of education in rural China mean 

migrants are less likely to secure high-wage employ-

ment in a modern marketplace that increasingly values 

human capital. The problem is often compounded as 

the financial incentives of migration lures rural young 

people out of school.  

Once in the cities, migrant workers continue to be 

exploited, working long hours with little employment 

security or social welfare benefits. Among the floating 

population, internal stratification has also intensified. 

The majority of migrants have low-status jobs but a 

small number have become successful entrepreneurs 

in their own right. Despite successes, many migrant 

laborers turned entrepreneurs still face discrimination 

in the urban marketplace.

Living in more developed regions and earning higher 

incomes has not resulted in better health for migrants. 

~ continued from page 1
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Land Rights and Conflict in Kenya
PI: Kimuli Kasara (Political Science)

Funder: United States Institute for Peace (USIP)

Competition over resources, particularly over land, is 

often cited as a major cause of conflict in sub-Saharan 

Africa. In order to better understand the links between 

violent conflict and property rights, this project ad-

dresses two inter-related questions. First, how does 

land ownership affect which persons are victimized by 

violence? Second, given episodes of ethnic violence, 

what determines which smallholders will be perma-

nently deprived of their property? These questions will 

be addressed by conducting a survey in two Kenyan 

districts. Data will be collected on respondents’ migra-

tion history, land ownership, socio-economic status, 

political participation, and their experience of inter-

ethnic violence and displacement. Individual-level 

data will be combined with GIS data on settlement 

patterns, voting patterns and conflict incidence in 

sampled administrative areas. 

Issues Related to Children Affected by 
Migration
PI: Rodolfo de la Garza (Political Science)

Funder: The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

This project builds on previous UNICEF funded 

research, which examined the impact of migration on 

development and the effects of parental migration on 

children left behind in Albania, South Africa, Jamaica, 

Dominica, the Bahamas, Belize, Guyana and Ecuador. 

Specifically, this project provides funds to augment this 

earlier work with a conceptual framework, accompany-

ing policy recommendations, gender perspectives and 

a number of country case studies. In addition, this 

project will update the migration content of UNI-

CEF’s website. 

Program Impact Assessment in Eastern Congo: 
New Instruments for the Direct Measurement 
of Local Violence
PI: Macartan Humphreys (Political Science)

Funder: United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID)

Members of the international community increasingly 

agree on the need for more effective interventions in 

conflict and fragile states. Evaluation and assessment 

methodologies and tools have not advanced to mean-

ingfully determine the impact of interventions on 

peace and poverty reduction in these complex envi-

ronments. As a result, the international community 

working in conflict and fragile states may be continu-

ously replicating ineffective, even harmful practices 

or failing to adopt interventions that do work. This 

project seeks to create a “Learning Network” that will 

promote cross-community learning and problem solv-

ing in the area of evaluation and assessment. The goal 

is to develop measures at a scale that will allow data to 

complement the evaluation of local level development 

interventions. These measures are to be developed and 

tested in the context of a large-scale randomized evalu-

ation of a community driven reconstruction project 

involving 250 communities in post-conflict eastern 

Democratic Republic of Congo, which aims to pro-

mote poverty reduction and mitigate conflict. 

In late February, the National Institutes of Health 

(NIH) and the National Science Foundation (NSF) 

received one-time budget injections as a result of the 

Congressional American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act of 2009 (ARRA), more commonly referred to as 

the economic stimulus package. Later that same month, 

the Obama administration proposed regular budget 

increases to both agencies for the 2010 fiscal year. These 

commitments led to a spike in federal grants applica-

tions by ISERP Faculty Fellows.

Amid a flailing economy, the NIH announced in late 

February that through the stimulus package it would 

receive a short-term budget increase of $10.4 billion, 

$8.2 billion of which would be devoted to research 

activities. NSF announced a similar increase of $3 billion 

with more than 80 percent allocated for research, in-

cluding $85 million specially designated for the Social, 

Behavioral, and Economic Sciences (SBE) research 

directorate. SBE focuses on collaborative research that 

builds fundamental knowledge of human behavior, 

interaction, and social and economic systems, organiza-

tions and institutions. 

The Obama administration also announced in late 

February an increase in the 2010 federal budget of 

$7.045 billion for the NSF.  This 8.5 percent increase 

over 2009 appropriated funds keeps NSF on course 

to double its total budget by 2016. According to the 

Obama administration’s proposal, funding specifically 

for research will jump to $5.773 billion, representing a 

10.6 percent increase over 2009. 

In light of this governmental commitment to the social 

sciences and to policy relevant research, ISERP faculty 

fellows have responded with gusto. In addition to the 

usual flurry of winter proposals in response to regularly 

scheduled NSF and NIH deadlines, there was a second 

burst of activity in the early spring of 2009. In April, 

six grant applications accounted for $2.17 million in 

federal funding requests by ISERP affiliated faculty. 

NSF and NIH are using a number of mechanisms to 

distribute the stimulus funds, including increasing the 

success rates of already-submitted proposals; offering 

supplemental funds for new equipment or new hires 

to speed up existing research already funded by those 

agencies; and posting new requests for proposals for 

major equipment purchases and for research initiatives 

that can be completed in the next two years.

While awaiting decisions on both rounds of 2009 

proposals, ISERP, its centers, and its faculty fellows 

are focusing on existing research projects and looking 

ahead to the summer grant cycle. As approval decisions 

for new funding are announced in the coming months, 

ISERP hopes to use new funds to renew its ongoing 

commitment to socially relevant research that affects 

public policy.

 

ISERP administers grants from federal and non-federal funders for academic researchers across 
Columbia University. The Research Development Office works with ISERP Faculty Fellows to develop grant 
ideas and work through the logistics of the application process. ISERP is proud to announce the following 
grants awarded to our faculty fellows.

Spring Grant Awards

New Federal Funds Lead to Spike in Grant Requests

Grant News

Interested in becoming 
an ISERP Faculty Fellow? 

 
Contact us at iserp@columbia.edu 

for more information.
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by Sharyn O’Halloran

School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA)

The Global Economic Crisis
Stress Testing the Global Trading System

The global recession has been truly global: we 

have witnessed an across the board collapse in the 

demand for goods and services and a worldwide 

plunge in manufacturing and trade flows. In the 

last quarter of 2008, global industrial production 

and exports tanked nearly 60 percent on average.1 

All sectors of the economy have experienced sharp 

declines, albeit it is the developed countries that are 

being hit the hardest, at least for now. The question 

is: can the global trading system withstand the stress 

test of a global economic crisis?

To answer this question, it is impor-

tant to understand the contraction in 

economic activity to date. Domesti-

cally, the economic crisis is realized 

in falling resource utilization rates 

of both capital and labor, leading to 

manufacturing plant closings and 

increasing layoffs. The United States, 

for example, reported an 8.5 percent 

unemployment rate earlier this year, 

the highest in 23 years. Globally, the 

economic crisis is reflected in lead in-

dicators such as new orders showing a 

continued downward spiral and a steep 

decline in export demand.

The impact of this economic downturn 

is perhaps most notable in the effect of 

export declines on real Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP). For example, in the 

fourth quarter of 2008, 14.5 percent of Germany’s 

reduction in GDP growth was attributed to trade, 

while Spain experienced an 11 percent decline in 

GDP growth resulting from slack export demand. 

Countries most dependent on exports are therefore 

most exposed to global contractions.2

Emerging markets like China, Brazil and India, 

whose growth has been almost entirely export driv-

en, have experienced similar stresses. For example, 

China faced an almost 40 percent decline in 2009 

first quarter exports. With some estimates suggest-

ing that nearly 75 percent of the Chinese economy 

is tied to exports, the impact on the domestic 

economy has been pronounced.

Given these extraordinary shocks to the world econ-

omies, can the global trade withstand the stress? 

Here we are beginning to see worrisome signs, rais-

ing concerns for the sustainability of an open trad-

ing system. For example, Mexico announced that 

it will levy tariffs of 10 percent to 45 percent on at 

least 90 US products in response to the US scrap-

ping a test program that allowed Mexican trucks to 

operate beyond a zone along the countries’ border. 

China plans to file a WTO complaint against the 

US, claiming that unfair, protectionist measures 

restrict imports of its chicken meat. Moreover, 

government subsidies for 

automakers have pro-

liferated, totaling about 

$48 billion worldwide, 

according to the World 

Bank, raising the pros-

pect of future counter-

vailing duty charges.

On the bright side, the 

recent Group of Twenty 

(G-20) meetings in 

London pledged close to 

$250 billion in credits to 

facilitate trade flows. Nonetheless, the World Bank 

just reported that 17 of the  G-20 countries have 

recently enacted trade barriers.

As in the past, then, during economic downturns 

pressures for job protection may prove irresist-

ible. To counter these forces, world leaders should 

adopt a two-pronged approach. The vast majority 

of consumers in emerging markets are currently un-

connected to the world economy. Leaders in these 

countries need to remedy this situation, while at 

the same time expanding the social safety net, so as 

to increase their constituents’ “set points” of con-

sumption and investment. In developed countries, 

leaders can expand and enhance trade adjustment 

assistance, making it easier for workers losing jobs 

in one industry to move to other, expanding sectors. 

Without these efforts, the open trading system may 

be one of the first casualties of the global economic 

stress test.

 
1 David Hensley and Joseph Lupton. “Trade Played a Key Role in 
GDP Outcome,” Economic Research Note, February 27, 2009.

2 Ibid, p. 10.
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Support ISERP
ISERP needs your support 
to maintain core research 
programs as well as continue 
paving new routes for social 
science research and policy 
formation. Gifts are tax de-
ductible. To learn more about 
how you can contribute to 
ISERP’s graduate programs, 
research, seed grants or overall 
endowment, please contact:

Robert Shapiro
Tel: 212-854-3944
Email: rys3@columbia.edu

Stay Connected
• Subscribe to our electronic
newsletter.
• Keep us informed of your 
research and publications 
activity.
• Submit a short article for the
newsletter.

For more information, please 
contact:

Anastasia Petrie
Tel: 212-854-9489
Email: atg2108@columbia.edu

Announcements

- 11 - 

•	 Lehman Library’s Electronic Data Service 
(EDS) expanded this spring with the opening 

of the Digital Social Science Center (DSSC). 

The new center seeks to bring together people, 

equipment, and information resources in an 

environment where users can work individually, 

in collaboration, or in consultation. ISERP 

encourages its affiliates to take advantage of 

these newly expanded research tools. 

•	 ISERP Grants Manager, Alex Samsky, left 

the Institute last month. We are happy to 

announce that Tiffany Kim will take over 

as Acting Grants Manager in his stead and 

continue to provide our Faculty Fellows with 

the highest level of research and development 

expertise.  

•	 This spring, ISERP Faculty Fellow Andrew 
Gelman became a regular contributor to the 

popular politics blog www.fivethirthyeight.

com, where you can catch his statistical in-

sights about all things political.  

Feature Publication
This Quarter ISERP is Proud to Feature a 
Publication by one of its Faculty Fellows

Saviors and Survivors:  
Darfur, Politics, and the War on Terror 

By Mahmood Mamdani 

Pantheon Books (March 2009)

In Saviors and Survivors, 
Mahmood Mamdani 

explains how the conflict 

in Darfur began as a civil 

war (1987– 89) between 

nomadic and peasant 

tribes over fertile land in 

the south, triggered by a 

severe drought that had 

expanded the Sahara Desert by more than sixty 

miles in forty years; how British colonial officials 

had artificially tribalized Darfur, dividing its 

population into “native” and “settler” tribes and 

creating homelands for the former at the expense 

of the latter; how the war intensified in the 1990s 

when the Sudanese government tried unsuccess-

fully to address the problem by creating home-

lands for tribes without any. The involvement of 

opposition parties gave rise in 2003 to two rebel 

movements, leading to a brutal insurgency and a 

horrific counterinsurgency–but not to genocide, as 

the West has declared.

Mamdani also explains how the Cold War exac-

erbated the twenty-year civil war in neighboring 

Chad, creating a confrontation between Libya’s 

Muammar al-Qaddafi (with Soviet support) and 

the Reagan administration (allied with France and 

Israel) that spilled over into Darfur and militarized 

the fighting. By 2003, the war involved national, 

regional, and global forces, including the powerful 

Western lobby, who now saw it as part of the War 

on Terror and called for a military invasion dressed 

up as “humanitarian intervention.”

QMSS Masters Program
Presents the Class of 2009 

The Quantitative Methods in the Social Sciences 

(QMSS) Masters Program is thrilled to introduce its  

ninth graduating class. The program has expanded 

every year since its inception and will welcome its 10th 

incoming class in Fall 2009. QMSS congratulates their 

most recent graduates. 

• Dorene Asare-Marfo  	

• Rosina Barbastefano Aragon 	

• Kurt Gokhan 	

• Martin Lachter 	

• Sung-ah (Catherine) Moon

• Thomas Porcelli 

• Burcu Yildirim  	

• Chirine Alameddine 	

• Deniz Kurtel 	

• Charles Laurence 	

• Shao Zhi (Leona) Li

• Joelle McCourt 

• Rebecca Reimer-Ruthenburg 		

• Mary-Mildred Stith

• Young  Joon Moon 

• Albert Fang 	

• Heather Fauland 	

• Jason Ferguson 	

• Emma Garcia 	

• Sabrina Islam 	

• Gretchen Johnson 	

• Heather Kugelmass 	

• Min-A Kwon 	

• Tulay Sangiray

• Edmond Wong 

OHMA Masters Program 
Announces Its First Graduates

The Oral History Masters of Arts (OHMA) Program 

is extremely proud to announce its first graduates. The 

program’s first year was a rousing success with two 

students graduating ahead of schedule. The majority 

of OHMA students will complete their theses over the 

coming months and graduate in October. Congratula-

tions to the graduates of the nation’s first Master of 

Arts Degree Program in Oral History. 

• Bessie China Ching

• Philip Sandick 

Revson’s 30th Cohort Completes 
Their Year At Columbia

The Charles H. Revson Fellowship provides a year for 

New York City leaders to explore and grow through 

intellectual exploration and the resources that 

Columbia provides. This is the 30th cohort to use 

the Fellowship to reflect on their on their role as city 

leaders. Congratulations to those who completed the 

program.  

• Noah Budnick,

• Tanya Gallo

• Cheryll Y. Greene

• Selma Jackson

• Indira Kajosevic

• Jee Kim

• Ray Lopez 

• Lisa Philp

• Amanda Ream

Congratulations to ISERP Program Graduates
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1937 - Paul F. Lazarsfeld opens the 
Office of Radio Research 

1941 - Lazarsfeld and Robert K. 
Merton join Columbia’s faculty.

1944 -  Office of Radio Research 
becomes the Bureau of Applied Social 
Research (BASR).

1957 - BASR publishes Lazarsfeld’s 
Latent Structural Analysis. 

1976 - Center for the Social Science 
(CSS) is established. 

1996 - CSS is renamed Paul F. Lazarsfeld 
Center for the Social Sciences.

1998 - Institute for Social and Eco-
nomic Theory and Research (ISETR) 
opens and joins the Lazarsfeld Center. 

2001 - ISETR is renamed ISERP.

Columbia University in the City of New York
International Affairs Building
420 West 118th Street
8th Floor, Mail Code: 3355
New York, NY 10027

• 20th Century American Politics & 		
	 Society
• Activism and Politics
• African American Politics and Society
• American Society and Politics
• Communications Colloquium
• CURP Seminar Series
• Ethnic Politics
• Geographic Information Systems
• International Politics
• Meaning: Language & Socio-cultural 	
	 Processes
• Narrative Genetics

• New Pathways For the Social Sciences
• Oral History Master of Arts Seminar
• Political Economy
• Political Psychology
• Politics, Society, Environment, and 	
	 Development
• Project on Security, Military and US	
	 Society
• Quantitative Methods in the Social 	
	 Sciences Seminar
• Quantitative Political Science
• Religion and Democracy

• Wealth and Inequality

ISERP’s Seminars & Workshops


