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Message from
The Institute for Social and Economic Research and Policy (ISERP) in the Faculty of Arts & Sciences at
Columbia University supports research within the Social Science departments and the School of
International and Public Affairs (SIPA). During the 2023–2024 academic year, ISERP remained committed
to its mission and advanced its efforts to strengthen connections within the Social Science community at
Columbia.

ISERP awarded seven seed grants to Social Science faculty: Douglas Almond in Economics & SIPA, Sarah
Daly in Political Science, Eunji Kim and John Marshall in Political Science, Eunji Kim and Naoki Egami in
Political Science, Qingmin Liu in Economics, David Knight in Sociology, and Naor Ben-Yehoyada in
Anthropology. We sponsored one workshop in its second year of funding, directed by Naor Ben-
Yehoyada. With funding made possible by former Dean of Social Sciences Professor Fredrick Harris,
ISERP introduced a new program aimed at supporting cross-disciplinary and interdisciplinary workshops,
speaker series, or conferences that center on criminal justice research. In its first year, this program
awarded two workshop grants, to David Knight and Bruce Western, both in Sociology. 

We continued our sponsorship of workshops and conferences, including those that were postponed due
to the pandemic. We directly funded a total of 13 proposals from faculty and graduate students across
five departments, and contributed to even more departmental seminars and other programming through
ISERP’s Block Grants. As part of the New Book Series initiative—a collaboration with the Society of
Fellows and Heyman Center for the Humanities—we celebrated the publication of Professor Pamela H.
Smith’s new work, From Lived Experience to the Written Word: Reconstructing Practical Knowledge in the
Early Modern World (University of Chicago Press, 2022), in History.

In the summer of 2023, the ISERP-sponsored “Writing the History of COVID-19: Lessons for the Next
Pandemic” research program ended. It had brought together a community of dedicated scholars and
students to address the challenges of documenting the pandemic with the influx of born-digital materials.
In June 2024, ISERP sponsored and assisted with the second iteration of “Archives as Data: An Institute
for Advanced Topics in the Digital Humanities,”  hosted by the History Lab and led by History’s Professor
Matthew Connelly. At this workshop, historians and archivists convened for a discussion on archival
research in the age of big data. 

ISERP played a vital role in facilitating the acquisition of 26 new grants by faculty members. We are
currently managing 96 active grants, amounting to a cumulative funding of $15,006,034 from a mix of
government, private, and non-federal grants. These projects include a range of activities, such as faculty
research, doctoral dissertation research, and bringing together scholars and practitioners.

ISERP also contributed to data acquisition for two projects: the Center for Monitoring Indian Economy
(CMIE)–States of India set and the L2 Voter Data set. The CMIE–States of India data set is available
through the Columbia Library and provides important data information on the Indian economy. The L2
Voter Data set, available through the Columbia Data Platform, is particularly exciting in that it grants
Columbia affiliates easy access to detailed US voter, consumer, and constituent data. There are three
modules available: L2 Uniform Data, Voter History Data, and Demographics Data. In addition, ISERP, along
with other schools and departments at Columbia, continues to support the New York Federal Statistical
Research Data Center. NYRDC is used by multiple researchers on the Morningside and CUIMC campuses.

On the teaching front, in fall 2023, the MA Program in Quantitative Methods in the Social Sciences
(QMSS) welcomed a cohort of 157 students. Coming from various backgrounds and with diverse goals,
QMSS students distinguished themselves across Columbia by joining research teams, working with a
number of partner organizations via large-scale practicum projects, and serving as research assistants for
faculty. Notably, QMSS student Taylor Francisco won the Audience Choice Award for Most Innovative 
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Our Directors 
Thesis at the GSAS-Wide Synthesis Showcase. QMSS graduates continue to find themselves in high
demand, finding employment at leading companies and institutions across a range of fields.

This was a big year for ISERP’s communications efforts. We revamped the ISERP website by restructuring
its layout and introducing new pages to increase collaboration between the Social Science departments.
Highlights include a newly-launched “Find a Social Scientist” page that organizes faculty members by their
research interests. We also divided the website into two sections: one for public-facing programming
initiatives and another for administrative services that is accessible only to Columbia affiliates. 

To increase ISERP’s visibility on College Walk, ISERP commissioned artist Anastasia Lopoukhine to illustrate
posters for our display box. You can see an example of her work on the cover page of this annual report.
Anastasia is a New York-based Franco-Russian artist educated in the United Kingdom and the United
States who specializes in large-scale drawings in various mediums. For ISERP, she has created captivating
illustrations featuring imaginative pigeon characters in different settings.  

We released two more episodes of our podcast "Espresso with the Experts," which is hosted and run by
Political Science PhD candidates Beatrice Bonini and Leila Travaglini. This podcast features conversations
between the hosts and Columbia-affiliated experts on contemporary social and political debates. We
released the episodes “Cutting Edge Legislation on Climate Change: A Conversation with Professor and
Lawyer Michael Gerrard" and “Incorporating Ethical Standards in Digital Platforms and AI Tools: A
Conversation with Professor Tamar Mitts and McKinney Gray Analytics LLC CEO and QMSS Alumna
Miriam McKinney.” We plan to release two additional episodes next year. These efforts have fostered
increased interaction and dialogue among the Social Science faculty, students, and alumni within the
Columbia community.

We also published two new issues of our Working Papers Bulletin, showcasing unpublished research
papers authored by faculty members in the Social Sciences. These papers are kept on a private ISERP
webpage only accessible to people with Columbia and Barnard UNIs. This initiative has increased the
visibility of faculty research across the Social Science departments and the broader university community. 

Navigating the challenges presented by the 2023–2024 academic year, ISERP continued to serve as a vital
resource of valuable information about important activities and prospects in the Social Sciences. As we
reflect on our accomplishments and support for students and faculty across the six Social Science
departments and SIPA this past year, we look forward to further enriching this vibrant community of
dedicated researchers. 

Alessandra Casella and Adam Kosto
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Research Development 
The Research Development Office (RDO) supports investigators in the departments of Anthropology,
Economics, History, Political Science, Sociology, and African American and African Diaspora Studies, as
well as the School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA). For information on our full services, you can
visit our website. 

Last year, the RDO helped submit 44 grant proposals to government agencies, foreign institutions, and
private foundations. 26 grants were awarded—see the list of titles, researchers, and sponsors on pages
6–7. Successful proposals include funding for faculty research, doctoral student dissertations, training
for early career researchers, and scholarly convenings. 

Throughout the year, ISERP held several professional development workshops for graduate students in
the Social Science departments. These workshops focused on identifying funding, applying to funding,
and understanding the institutional requirements associated with receiving funds. They were well
received and we plan to continue them in the coming year. 

Full-time faculty in the Social Science departments and SIPA are eligible to apply for up to $40,000 in
seed funding to develop proposals for external sponsors. ISERP issued two calls for proposals in FY24
and awarded seven seed grants, which are outlined below.

Qingmin Liu 
Department of Economics

A Cooperative
Approach to
Incomplete Information
Games with an
Application in Network
Formation

David Knight
Department of Sociology

Disruption or Co-
optation? Non-Police
Emergency Response
Interventions, Racial
Health Equity, and the
Right to the City

Sarah Daly
Department of Political
Science

A Bottom Up
Approach to Great
Power Rivalry

Eunji Kim and Naoki
Egami
Department of Political
Science

Rethinking Exposure in the
Age of Information
Abundance: Survey and
Field Experiments about
Climate Change
Messaging

Naor Ben-Yehoyada
Department of
Anthropology

Dumping Fate: The
Transnational Maritime
Circulation of Toxic
Waste and Its
Aftermath

Douglas Almond
Department of Economics
and SIPA 

Catalyzing Climate
Change: Modifiable
Methane Leaks and
the Fossil Supply
Chain

Eunji Kim and John
Marshall
Department of Political
Science

Weapons of the Young:
Whether and How Social
Media Influencers Shape
Political Values, Attitudes,
and Behaviors in the
United States
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External Grants
Using Weather Forecasts to Identify Economic Behavior
Sponsor: National Science Foundation (NSF)
Researcher: Jeffrey Shrader, Assistant Professor of International and Public Affairs

Updating Teacher Beliefs about Autistic Students’ Quality of Life
Sponsor: Weiss Fund/Chicago
Researcher: Eric Verhoogen, Professor of Economics and International and Public Affairs
Student: Tushar Kundu, PhD Candidate in Economics

Popularity, Social Networks and Student Outcomes
Sponsor: Weiss Fund/Chicago
Researcher: Cristian Pop-Eleches, Professor of International and Public Affairs
Student: Palaash Bhargava, PhD Candidate in Economics

Party Lines or Voter Preferences? Explaining Political Realignment
Sponsor: George Mason University
Researcher: Suresh Naidu, Professor of International and Public Affairs and Jack Wang and Echo Ren Professor of
Economics
Student: Nicolas Marx, PhD Candidate in Sustainable Development

Approaches Toward External Validity of Randomized Controlled Trials in the Social Sciences
Sponsor: National Science Foundation (NSF)
Researcher: Naoki Egami, Assistant Professor of Political Science

Never on Silent: Phone Demands on Female Microentrepreneurs
Sponsor: Weiss Fund/Chicago
Researcher: Eric Verhoogen, Professor of Economics and International and Public Affairs
Student: Nadia Ali, PhD Candidate in Economics

Minority Candidate Emergence in the U.S.: Barriers, Motivations and Strategies
Sponsor: American Political Science Association
Researcher: Yamil Velez, Assistant Professor of Political Science
Student: Diana Lee, PhD Candidate in Political Science

Leveraging Quasi-Experimental Methods to Evaluate Foster Care Reform in California
Sponsor: TAY-Hub
Researcher: Sandra Black, Professor of Economics and of International and Public Affairs
Student: Kate Musen, PhD Candidate in Economics

Legibility and Statebuilding in West and North Africa
Sponsor: American Political Science Association
Researcher: John Marshall, Associate Professor of Political Science
Student: Aaron Christensen, PhD Candidate in Political Science

Land Redistribution and Productivity: Evidence from a Peruvian Reform
Sponsor: Weiss Fund/Chicago
Researcher: Eric Verhoogen, Professor of Economics and International and Public Affairs
Student: Dafne Murillo, PhD Candidate in Economics

Kabir Banerjee Predoctoral Fellowship
Sponsor: Weiss Fund/Chicago
Researcher: Eric Verhoogen, Professor of Economics and International and Public Affairs

Improving Latinx Knowledge and Acceptance of Preventative Health: A Community-Centered Ethnic Media Public
Health Communication Randomized Control Trial
Sponsor: University of California, Berkeley
Researchers: Yamil Velez, Assistant Professor of Political Science, and Stephanie Zonszein, Assistant Professor of
Political Science, University of California, Berkeley

EAGER: Using Large Language Models to Model Threats to Sensitive Information
Sponsor: National Science Foundation (NSF)
Researcher: Matthew Connelly, Professor of History
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External Grants
Decentralized Escrow: Easing Contracting Frictions for Small Enterprises
Sponsor: Weiss Fund/Chicago
Researcher: Jack Willis, Assistant Professor of Economics

Data-Driven Methods for Missing Data Imputation in Surgical Disparities Research Inference
Sponsor: University of Pittsburgh
Researcher: Andrew Gelman, Professor of Statistics and Political Science

Control Data: American Power and the Global Assembly Line, 1957-1992
Sponsor: National Science Foundation (NSF)
Researcher: Elizabeth Blackmar, Mary and David Boies Professor of American History
Student: Ella Coon, PhD Candidate in History

Collaborative Research: Transparency and the Rule of Law: A Field Experiment in Ukraine 
Sponsor: Northwestern University
Researcher: Timothy Frye, Marshall D. Shulman Professor of Post-Soviet Foreign Policy, Political Science

The Enemy Is Within: Elite Affective Polarization in American Politics
Sponsor: Russell Sage Foundation
Researcher: Gregory Wawro, Professor of Political Science
Student: Sam Frederick, PhD Candidate in Political Science

What Is Fair? Disentangling Public Conceptions of Merit and Equity in the Age of Inequality
Sponsor: Russell Sage Foundation
Researcher: Marissa Thompson, Assistant Professor of Sociology

DDRIG: Reassembling Art, Science, and Technology: Goldsmithing, and the Making of Objects During the
Renaissance and Its Impact on Modern Science and Technology
Sponsor: National Science Foundation (NSF)
Researcher: Pamela Smith, Seth Low Professor of History
Student: Celine Camps, PhD Candidate in History

Immigration Replenishment, Residential Segregation, and the Reconfiguration of Ethnoracial Boundaries in the
United States
Sponsor: George Mason University
Researcher: Thomas DiPrete, Giddings Professor of Sociology
Student: Flavien Ganter, PhD Candidate in Sociology and Paul F. Lazarsfeld Fellow 

DDRIG: Intimate Crises: The History of Notions of Sexuality and Gender in the 19th and 20th Century
Sponsor: National Science Foundation (NSF)
Researcher: Marwa Elshakry, Associate Professor of History
Student: Jamil Sbitan, PhD Candidate in History

SEWA Wage Loss Insurance Experiment: Evaluating the Sustainability and Scalability of an Insurance Product to
Protect Against Wage Loss Due to Hospitalization
Sponsor: Weiss Fund/Chicago
Researcher: Pietro Tebaldi, Assistant Professor of Economics

Insurance at Scale
Sponsor: United States Agency for International Development/Pula Insurance
Researcher: Jack Willis, Assistant Professor of Economics

Doctoral Dissertation Research: The Political Economy of Congestion Pricing: Evidence from New York City (Wave 2)
Sponsor: National Science Foundation (NSF)
Researcher: Donald Davis, Ragnar Nurkse Professor of Economics
Student: Natalie Yang, PhD Candidate in Economics

Advance Warning and Response Exemplars (AWARE)
Sponsor: Brown University
Researcher: Natalia Pasternak, Adjunct Senior Research Scholar in the Center for Science and Society 
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Douglas Almond and his co-investigator, Xinming Du at the National University of Singapore,
have been working on an ISERP-supported project entitled “Catalyzing Climate Change:
Modifiable Methane Leaks and the Fossil Supply Chain.” Methane accounts for 30% of the
increase in global temperatures since pre-industrial times (United Nations, 2021). Not only are
global methane concentrations increasing, they have been increasing at an accelerating rate.
Particularly in the United States, fossil fuels are the preponderant driver of increasing methane
emissions. Jackson et al. (2020) find that 80% of the methane increase in the US from the early
2000s to 2017 came from fossil fuel-related methane emissions through fugitive pipeline leaks,
venting, etc. Increased methane emissions parallel the massive increase in US fossil fuel
production enabled by new fossil-extraction technologies, including hydraulic fracturing
(fracking). The US is now the world’s top producer of oil and gas.

Estimates of the methane leakage rate from the oil and gas sector have been increasing over
time, thanks in part to improved measurement technologies, especially satellite-based
measures. Many recent estimates of methane leakage are sufficiently high as to imply that
natural gas is worse for global warming over the next twenty years than coal.

Fortunately, their ISERP-supported work finds that methane leakage rates can be responsive to
public policy. Their evidence comes from the end of first Trump administration. In August 2020,
Obama-era federal requirements that oil and gas firms detect and repair methane leaks were
lifted. Almond and Du merged GIS coordinates of 1,193,575 wells, 478 natural gas processing
facilities, and 1,367 compressor stations to geo-identified methane concentrations from the
European TROPOMI (satellite instrument). Using a difference-in-differences design, they found
a large, prompt increase in US methane emissions at oil and gas infrastructure sites following
the August 2020 rollback relative to areas without such infrastructure. Average methane
concentrations increased by 5 parts per billion (ppb), or one quarter of a standard deviation.
The number of high-methane emission events from the oil and gas sector more than doubled
relative to the coal sector, which did not experience the rollback. Their finding highlights policy’s
central role in curbing global methane concentrations.

Work in progress considers methane releases related to the export of natural gas as liquefied
natural gas (LNG). Thanks to the US fracking boom and recent export-friendly US policies, the
United States has become the world’s #1 LNG exporter. Almond and Du’s new work assesses
leakages in methane occurring during the unloading of LNG abroad, a growing methane source
that has been all but ignored.

REFERENCE:
Jackson, R. B., Saunois, M., Bousquet, P., Canadell, J. G., Poulter, B., Stavert, A.R.,Bergamaschi, P., Niwa, Y., Segers, A., and Tsuruta, A. (2020).
Increasing anthropogenic methane emissions arise equally from agricultural and fossil fuel sources. Environmental Research Letters, 15(7),
071002.
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spotlight on the research of certain faculty
members across the Social Sciences.

Professor of Economics and
International and Public Affairs

Douglas Almond



At the height of the Cold War, various state officials, politicians, middlemen, and mafiosi
operated in transnationally transporting toxic (chemical & radioactive) waste from Italy to
Nigeria, Venezuela, Romania, Lebanon, and Somalia during the 1980s. The circuit stood at the
center of several Italian Parliamentary investigative commissions (with self-described
inconclusive reports in 1995, in 2001, and in 2018) and numerous journalistic and judicial
investigations.

In their research, Naor Ben-Yehoyada and his colleagues focus on the structure, dynamics,
and ramifications of the Italian-Somali branch of this circuit. What forms of transnational
political relations mobilized to facilitate the transit and depositing of toxic waste, and how did
these circuits reshape those relations? What traces did such toxic material leave en route?
What damaging effects did it have on humans and non-humans both in places of transit and
where it was deposited? How did erstwhile and ongoing colonial and imperial relations shape
locations, actions, and transactions along the route? What political imaginaries of shared fate,
reparation, responsibility, and evidence motivate the aftermath of this dumping of fateful
waste?

This year, Ben-Yehoyada and other investigators conducted preliminary archival research and
analysis regarding two dozen investigations into one or more individual cases of toxic ships or
shipments, based in State Prosecutor’s Offices throughout Italy. In April, Professors Jatin Dua
and Naor Ben-Yehoyada presented their preliminary findings as a keynote lecture, “Dumping
Fate: Toxic Waste and its Maritime Aftermath,” at the opening of the 2024 Evasion Graduate
Fellow Workshop, held by the Evasion Lab, an Andrew Mellon Foundation Sawyer Seminar
hosted by the Centre for Diaspora & Transnational Studies at the University of Toronto. This
October, they will convene their team of researchers for each of the involved countries and
regions. They are planning on applying to NSF collaborative research grants and are
ascertaining their eligibility for EU ERC grants.
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Associate Professor of Anthropology

Naor H. Ben-Yehoyada
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As a political communication scholar, Eunji Kim has been dedicated to exploring the implications of
the evolving media landscape in America through two key avenues. The first focuses on the rise of
social media influencers. Despite widespread political apathy and skepticism toward traditional
authorities among young adults, and a general decline in news consumption, influencers seem to
capture the attention of this demographic. However, the critical question remains: Do these
seemingly frivolous yet engaging and trusted figures have a lasting impact on political values,
substantive attitudes, and behaviors? To address this, Professor John Marshall (Political Science),
Kirill Chmel (PhD Student in Political Science), and Kim have partnered with the Better Internet
Initiative, a progressive organization based in Washington, D.C., to conduct an innovative online
field experiment. This study, set to take place throughout this fall, examines the effects of
exposing young people to five months of progressive narrative change messages delivered by
social media influencers on platforms like Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube. This will be the first
large-scale field experiment to quantify the political influence of these digital actors, whose impact
is often assumed but rarely rigorously tested.

The second area of Professor Kim’s research addresses the phenomenon of news avoidance.
Given this trend, experimental studies on media effects must carefully consider external validity, as
they typically focus on the conditional effects of forced exposure to relevant information—
essentially, the estimated impact of information if consumed. For instance, NGOs might find that
their climate advocacy messaging is effective in experimental settings, but if no one actually
engages with the message in the real world, its influence is nullified. In collaboration with Professor
Naoki Egami (Political Science), Kim is investigating the conditions under which people choose to
consume or ignore political information, as well as the extent to which similar information, when
presented in an entertaining format, can resonate with a broader segment of the American
electorate.

At Columbia’s Arts and Sciences and SIPA, there is now a strong concentration of researchers
specializing in political communication, whose expertise ranges from partisan media and
propaganda to misinformation and social media dynamics. Building on this strength, Professor
Tamar Mitts (SIPA) and Kim have been organizing the annual Media Effects Empirical Workshop
(MEEW) since 2023, with support from the ISERP Conference Grant program. The 2024 workshop
brought together leading scholars and emerging junior researchers, showcasing six papers on
topics ranging from field experiments using WhatsApp in Colombia and Chinese propaganda on
TikTok to studies about Reddit and the impact of pro-police entertainment media in the United
States.

Assistant Professor of Political Science

Eunji Kim

K
im

Faculty Highlights   11



This past year, David Knight launched a new project that examines people’s experiences with
policing and non-police emergency interventions in Northern California. Funded with a seed grant
from ISERP, the new project uses quasi-experimental techniques to understand the shape and
prevalence of certain types of carceral entanglements in the region and the implications of those
entanglements for racial health equity. The project also uses quasi-experimental techniques to
explore the role of protest and community-based mobilization in the shift toward non-police
emergency interventions. Finally, the project uses in-depth interviews and longitudinal surveys to
explore the quotidian experiences of locals with these countervailing forces.

With the seed grant support, Knight launched each of these components of the project this year,
expanded his research capacity by hiring a team with methodological and content expertise, and
secured the survey software to catalyze the qualitative portion of the project. For the next
academic year, Knight plans to continue data collection for the qualitative component of the
project. He also plans to conclude analyses on the quasi-experimental components of the project
and to publish those findings in peer-reviewed journals. The findings of this research have
scholarly and practical implications across the social sciences and public health. 

Knight also convened the Carcerality, Law, and Punishment Workshop for the 2023-24 academic
year. The aim of the workshop, a collaboration with other units at Columbia and with the NYU
Sociology department, is to bring scholars and institutes that do resonant work on the carceral
system together for a deeper and more focused dialogue on new directions in the field. The theme
of the workshop in 2023-24 was “Interrogating Lived Experience.” Researchers, policymakers, and
advocates increasingly underscore the importance of lived experience for conducting research
and constructing positive policy change in the carceral system, but with relatively little critical
engagement into the multiple ways lived experience is developed, deployed, and appropriated in
research and policy on the carceral system.

Speakers for the 2023-24 year presented published works and works-in-progress on topics
including labor and abolition, trans experiences with the prison state, child protective services, the
emotional and physical experience of doing time in jail, reentry after release from incarceration,
the long history of state repression and prisoner resistance at Attica prison, and Black-led
movements for redress and safety from carceral harm. Workshop participants included faculty in
the Arts and Sciences; doctoral, masters, and JD students; staff members; high school students;
artists; and activists and independent scholars from the local community.

With the support of ISERP, the workshop will continue in the 2024-25 academic year. The theme
will focus on public engagement in research on the carceral system.

K
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Assistant Professor of Sociology

David Knight
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Agriculture is the main income source for most households in sub-Saharan Africa, yet trade in its
main input, land, is sparse. The consequences are argued to be pervasive—for rural livelihoods,
agricultural productivity, and structural change—but there is relatively little evidence. In their
paper “Land Rental Markets: Experimental Evidence from Kenya,” Jack Willis and his co-authors
present a three-year experiment in Western Kenya where they offered landowners a subsidy to
rent out agricultural plots. The rentals led to substantial gains in output and the rentals persisted;
they consider the sources of these gains and the barriers to achieving them more broadly.

Exclusion from financial markets is another barrier for the rural poor. In “Value Chain
Microfinance,” a recent review paper, they argue that innovative microfinance products can
serve financially excluded households by harnessing their existing relationships. For example,
firms that regularly buy crops from small farmers may provide them with credit for inputs early in
the season, deducting repayment from harvest revenues. The paper presents existing such
examples, outlines when and why tying contracts can be a good (or bad) idea, and discusses
potential new applications.

Insurance markets are one application Jack Willis is working on. While risk is particularly costly
for the poor, they are often the least likely to be insured. In previous work, Jack Willis and his co-
authors showed that a novel crop insurance design, enabled by tying insurance to an existing
contract, increased take-up substantially, especially among the poorest farmers. Current work
considers further implications of the design. For health insurance, they are working with
hospitals who offer insurance directly to their patients. Through an experiment in three hospitals
in Uganda, they are studying the trade-off between copays and premiums and how they affect
take-up and usage.

Assistant Professor of Economics

Jack Willis

W
illis
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Faculty Publications
Afrouzi, H., Arteaga, C., & Weisburst, E. (2024). Is it the message or the messenger? Examining movement  
        in immigration beliefs. Journal of Political Economy Microeconomics, 2(2), 244–297.     
        doi.org/10.1086/728365

Argote, P., & Daly, S. Z. (2024). The formation of attitudes toward immigration in Colombia. International 
        Interactions, 50(2), 370–384. doi.org/10.1080/03050629.2024.2309999

Barham, E., Daly, S. Z., Gerez, J. E., Marshall, J., & Pocasangre, O. (2023). Vaccine diplomacy: How COVID-
        19 vaccine distribution in Latin America increases trust in foreign governments. World Politics, 75(4), 
        826–875. doi.org/10.1353/wp.2023.a908776

Barretto-García, M., de Hollander, G., Grueschow, M., Polanía, R., Woodford, M., & Ruff, C. C. (2023). 
        Individual risk attitudes arise from noise in neurocognitive magnitude representations. Nature Human 
        Behaviour, 7(9), 1551–1567. doi.org/10.1038/s41562-023-01643-4

Ben-Yehoyada, N. (2024). The men who knew too much: Sardines, skills, and the labor process in Jaffa,  
        1948–1979 1. In D. Hirsch (ed.), Entangled histories in Palestine/Israel (pp. 236–257). Routledge.

Carnegie, A. (2024). The role of rivals in international organizations: A review article. Political Science 
        Quarterly. doi.org/10.1093/psquar/qqae048 

Carnegie, A., & Clark, R. (2023). Reforming global governance: Power, alliance, and institutional 
        performance. World Politics, 75(3), 523–565. doi.org/10.1353/wp.2023.a900712

Carnegie, A., Clark, R., & Kaya, A. (2024). Private participation: How populists engage with international 
        organizations. The Journal of Politics, 86(3), 877–891. doi.org/10.1086/727595

Carnegie, A., Clark, R., & Zucker, N. (2024). Global governance under populism: The challenge of 
        information suppression. (Working Paper No. 1) escholarship.org/uc/item/2572w5s7

Casella, A., Guo, J. D.-R., & Jiang, M. (2023). Minority turnout and representation under cumulative voting. 
        An experiment. Games and Economic Behavior, 141, 133–155. doi.org/10.1016/j.geb.2023.05.012

Chauncey, G., & Ben, P. (2023). Nueva York Gay: Género, cultura urbana y conformación del mundo gay 
        masculino (M. Altalef, Trans.). Prometeo Editorial | Argentina.

Choi, J., Kuziemko, I., Washington, E., & Wright, G. (2024). Local economic and political effects of trade 
        deals: Evidence from NAFTA. American Economic Review, 114(6), 1540–1575.  
        doi.org/10.1257/aer.20220425

Cole, J. R. (2024). Smoother pebbles: Essays in the sociology of science. Columbia University Press.

Daly, S. Z., & Barham, E. (2024). A bargaining theory of criminal war. International Studies Quarterly, 68(3). 
        doi.org/10.1093/isq/sqae083

de Abreu, M. J. (2024). Anticadeira: pneuma e política estética do Santuário Mãe de Deus. Antropolítica - 
        Revista Contemporânea De Antropologia, 56(2), 278–297.  
        doi.org/10.22409/antropolitica2024.v56.i2.a59462

Dunn, A., Gottlieb, J. D., Shapiro, A. H., Sonnenstuhl, D. J., & Tebaldi, P. (2024). A denial a day keeps the 
        doctor away. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 139(1), 187–233. doi.org/10.1093/qje/qjad035

Enríquez, J. R., Larreguy, H., Marshall, J., & Simpser, A. (2024). Mass political information on social media: 
        Facebook ads, electorate saturation, and electoral accountability in Mexico. Journal of the European 
        Economic Association, 22(4), 1678–1722. doi.org/10.1093/jeea/jvae011
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Erden, S. (2023) Enhancing learning outcomes in econometrics: A 12-year study. Education Sciences, 
        13(9), 913. doi.org/10.3390/educsci13090913

Evtuhov, C., Lajus, J., & Moon, D. (Eds.). (2023). Thinking Russia’s history environmentally. Berghahn Books.

Fortna, V. P. (2023). Is terrorism really a weapon of the weak? Debunking the conventional wisdom. Journal 
        of Conflict Resolution, 67(4), 642–671. doi.org/10.1177/00220027221121143

Foucault, M. (2024). Nietzsche: Cours, conférences et travaux (Bernard Harcourt, Ed.). Seuil. 

Gelman, A., & Brown, N. J. L. (2024). How statistical challenges and misreadings of the literature combine 
        to produce unreplicable science: An example from psychology. OSF. doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/ekmdf

Gelman, A., & Vehtari, A. (2024). Active statistics. Cambridge University Press.

Green, D. P., & Gerber, A. S. (2023). Get out the vote: How to increase voter turnout (5th ed.). Brookings 
        Institution Press.

Green, D. P., Groves, D. W., Manda, C., Montano, B., & Rahmani, B. (2023). A radio drama’s effects on 
        attitudes toward early and forced marriage: Results from a field experiment in rural Tanzania. 
        Comparative Political Studies, 56(8), 1115–1155. doi.org/10.1177/00104140221139385

Green, D. P., Ong, L., Rutherford, K., & Schein, A. (2024). Do billboard advertisements increase voter 
        turnout? A large-scale field experiment. Quarterly Journal of Political Science, 19(3), 307–330.
        doi.org/10.1561/100.00022062

Green, D. P., & Platzman, P. (2024). Partisan stability during turbulent times: Evidence from three American   
        panel surveys. Political Behavior, 46(1), 377–403. doi.org/10.1007/s11109-022-09825-y

Grillo, E., Luo, Z., Nalepa, M., & Prato, C. (2024). Theories of democratic backsliding. Annual Review of 
        Political Science, 27(2024), 381–400. doi.org/10.1146/annurev-polisci-041322-025352

Harcourt, B. E. (2023). Cooperation: A political, economic, and social theory. Columbia University Press.

Hirano, S., & Snyder Jr., J. M. (2024). Measuring the partisan behavior of U.S. newspapers, 1880 to 1980. 
        The Journal of Economic History, 84(2), 554–592. doi.org/10.1017/S0022050724000123

Hoover, G. A., & Washington, E. (2024). How LT principles can improve diversity, inclusiveness, and 
        student interest. The Journal of Economic Education, 55(2), 178–188.
        doi.org/10.1080/00220485.2024.2309369

Jiang, J., & Wan, K. (2023). Democracy and mass skepticism of science. World Politics, 75(4), 735-778. 
        doi.org/10.1353/wp.2023.a908774

Jiang, J., Xi, T., & Xie, H. (2024). In the shadows of great men: Retired leaders and informal power 
        constraints in autocracies. British Journal of Political Science, 1–27.
        doi.org/10.1017/S0007123424000012

John, R. R. (2023). Reframing the monopoly question: Commerce, land, industry. In D. A. Crane & W. J. 
        Novak (Eds.), Antimonopoly and American democracy (pp. 35–82). Oxford University Press. 
        doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780197744666.003.0002

Joyce, R. M., & Fortna, V. P. (2024). Extremism and terrorism: Rebel goals and tactics in civil wars. 
        Perspectives on Politics, 1–21. doi.org/10.1017/S1537592724000598

Lee, C., & Hsu, H. (2024). Corky Lee’s Asian America: Fifty years of photographic justice (C. W. Ng & M. 
        Ngai, Eds.). Clarkson Potter.
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Lomnitz, C. (2023). Para una teología política del crimen organizado. El Colegio Nacional-Ediciones Era.

Lu, Y., Li, X., & Elbers, B. (2024). Education-occupation linkage in the highly-educated workforce: Patterns 
        and sources of difference by race/ethnicity. Work, Employment and Society, 38(2), 461–482. 
        doi.org/10.1177/09500170221133714

Luban, D. (2024). Prisoner, sailor, soldier, spy: Hobbes on coercion and consent. Journal of the History of 
        Ideas, 85(2), 185–208. doi.org/10.1353/jhi.2024.a926146

Mann, G. (2024). A return to Khaki rule? Democracy and Africa’s lost history of military government. The 
        Journal of African History, 1–7. doi.org/10.1017/S0021853724000094

Morris, R.C. (2023). Spivak's Death of a Discipline: An anthropologist tries to respond. Comparative 
        Literature Studies 60(2), 263-273. muse.jhu.edu/article/902176.

Morris, R. C. (2023). Lecciones de un maestro ausente: psicologia de las masas y análisis del yo y las 
        pérdidas de la melancolia blanca en Sudáfrica y Estados Unidos. In D. Pavón-Cuéllar, B. Fuks, & P. Mieli 
        (Eds.), Más allá de la psicología social (pp. 191-46) Paradiso Editores.

Morris, R. C. (2023). 10 Conspiracies of theory/Of gold in the shadow of deindustrialization. In J. Masco & L. 
        Wedeen (Eds.), Conspiracy/Theory (pp. 235–263). Duke University Press.   
        doi.org/10.1515/9781478027676-011

Nacos, B. L., Bloch-Elkon, Y., & Shapiro, R. Y. (2024). Hate speech and political violence: Far-right rhetoric 
        from the Tea Party to the insurrection. Columbia University Press.

Nadasen, P. (2023). Care: The highest stage of capitalism. Haymarket Books.

Ngai, M. (2024). Nation of immigrants: A short history of an idea. In T.A. Alienikoff and A. Délano Alonso 
        (Eds.), New narratives on the peopling of America: Immigration, race and dispossession (pp. 145–162). 
        Johns Hopkins University Press.

Ngai, M. (2023). The architecture of immigration restriction, 1924. Labor, 20(4), 45–51.
        doi.org/10.1215/15476715-10829143

Ngai, M. 艾明如. (2024). The Chinese question: The Gold Rush, Chinese migration, and global politics.
        Journal of Chinese Overseas, 20(1), 12–23.

Novoa, G., Echelbarger, M., Gelman, A., & Gelman, S. A. (2023). Generically partisan: Polarization in political 
        communication. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 120(47), e2309361120. 
        doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2309361120

Papp, A., Almond, D., & Zhang, S. (2023). Bitcoin and carbon dioxide emissions: Evidence from daily 
        production decisions. Journal of Public Economics, 227. doi.org/10.1016/j.jpubeco.2023.105003

Povinelli, E. (2024). Semiotics after geontopower: Some preliminary thoughts. JoLMA, 5(1), 19–38. 
        doi.org/10.30687/Jolma/2723-9640/2024/01/001

Povinelli, E. A. (2024). Variations of bodies in motion and relation. In A. Bandak & D. M. Knight (Eds.), Porous 
        Becomings: Anthropological Engagements with Michel Serres (pp. 117-134). Duke University Press.

Povinelli, E., & Carroll, K. von Z. (2024). Differential Dispossession and the White Indigenous Counter-
        Reformation. Third Text, 38(1–2), 106–136. doi.org/10.1080/09528822.2024.2330795

Saunders, E. N. (2024). The insiders’ game: How elites make war and peace. Princeton University Press.
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Smith, P. H. (2024). Commentary on Hendriksen, M. M. A. “Material and Performative History of Science.” 
        In L. M. Verburgt (Ed.), Debating Contemporary Approaches to the History of Science (pp. 229–234). 
        Bloomsbury Academic.

Smith, P. H., & Lores-Chavez, I. (2023). Counterfeiting materials, imitating nature. In M. Bol & E.C. 
        Spary (Eds.), The Matter of Mimesis (pp. 27–53). Brill. doi.org/10.1163/9789004515413_004

Sobel, M. E., Wawro, G. J., & Farhang, S. (2023). Association and causation: Attributes and effects of
        judges in equal employment opportunity commission litigation outcomes. The Annals of Applied 
        Statistics, 17(4), 3526–3549. doi.org/10.1214/23-AOAS1774

Stark, D. (Ed.). (2024). Practicing sociology: Tacit knowledge for the social scientific craft. Columbia 
        University Press.

Stephens, R. (2024). Conceptual history in precolonial contexts: A view from East Africa. History of 
        Humanities, 9(1), 129–141. doi.org/10.1086/729079

Stiglitz, J. E. (2024). The road to freedom: Economics and the Good Society. W. W. Norton & Company.

Tebaldi, P. (2024). Estimating equilibrium in health insurance exchanges: Price competition and subsidy 
        design under the ACA. The Review of Economic Studies, 92(1), 1–35. doi.org/10.1093/restud/rdae020

Thiam, M., Golaszewski, D., Tamboura, M., Sidibé, O., & Mann, G. (2023). Le projet Archives des femmes: 
        Archiver, numériser et diffuser les luttes des femmes maliennes. Revue d’Histoire Contemporaine de 
        l’Afrique. doi.org/10.51185/journals/rhca.2023.stc03

Thompson, M. E. (2024). Examining the black gender gap in educational attainment: The role of 
        exclusionary school discipline & criminal justice contact. Social Forces, 102(3), 926–951. 
        doi.org/10.1093/sf/soad110

Thrall, C. (2024). Informational lobbying and commercial diplomacy. American Journal of Political Science, 
        00, 1-16. doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12873

van Zwet, E., Gelman, A., Greenland, S., Imbens, G., Schwab, S., & Goodman, S. N. (2024). A new look at P 
        values for randomized clinical trials. NEJM Evidence, 3(1), EVIDoa2300003. 
        doi.org/10.1056/EVIDoa2300003

Wellhausen, R. L., Feir, D. L., & Thrall, C. (2024). Stakeholder cues, national origin, and public opinion
        towards firms: Evidence in the context of the first bank in an American Indian nation. Business and 
        Politics, 26(1), 1–26. doi.org/10.1017/bap.2023.29

Wimmer, A., Bonikowski, B., Crabtree, C., Fu, Z., Golder, M., & Tsutsui, K. (2024). Geo-political rivalry and 
        anti-immigrant sentiment: A conjoint experiment in 22 countries. American Political Science Review, 1–
        18. doi.org/10.1017/S0003055424000753

Woodford, M. (2024). Beyond the natural rate: Stephen Marglin on the instability of market economies. 
        Journal of Economic Literature, 62(1), 294–316. doi.org/10.1257/jel.20221712

Zhang, H., Lu, Y., & Bai, R. (2023). Selection and description bias in protest reporting by government and 
        news media on Weibo. The China Quarterly, 257, 75–99. doi.org/10.1017/S0305741023001042
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New Book Series
New Book Series (NBS) events are panel discussions celebrating recent works by Columbia faculty in the
Arts and Sciences, co-sponsored by ISERP and the Social Science departments. Each year, ISERP sends
out two calls for faculty members to sign up. If you have a book coming out this year and would like to hold
such an event, please reach out to iserp-events@columbia.edu. This year, we held one NBS event.

Celebrating Recent Work by Pamela H. Smith

From Lived Experience to the Written Word: Reconstructing Practical
Knowledge in the Early Modern World

March 1, 2024

Panelists: Caroline Bynum, Deborah L. Krohn, Caterina Pizzigoni, Pablo Piccato 

Seth Low Professor of History; Director of the Center for Science and Society
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Conferences
ISERP releases Calls for Proposals each fall and spring. Faculty in the six Social Science departments or
SIPA are eligible to apply for Conference funding. Graduate students in the same departments or SIPA are
eligible to apply for Graduate Student Conference funding. Learn more about how to secure funding for
your proposed conference on ISERP’s website:

Conferences
Graduate Student Conferences

New York – Cambridge Training Collaboration in 20th Century
British History (NYCTC) 
Organized by Susan Pedersen

Conference on Interactions in International and Domestic
Human Rights 
Organized by Stephanie Char and Lisa Fan (Graduate Students)

Nations in Fragments: A Conference in Honor of Partha
Chatterjee
Organized by Manan Ahmed

Labor Past and Present: Bringing History and Activism
Together
Organized by Isobel A. Plowright, Juliana DeVaan, Samuel Joe-
Guan Niu, and Anusha Sundar (Graduate Students)

The 2nd Annual Conference in Honor of Robert Jervis: “The
Dark State? Government Secrecy and American Democracy”
Organized by Matthew Connelly, Jameel Jaffer, and David Pozen

New (and Old) Directions in Historical Political Economy
Organized by Benjamin Kodres-O'Brien and Ella Maria Coon
(Graduate Students)

Media Effects Empirical Workshop (MEEW)
Organized by Tamar Mitts and Eunji Kim

Accumulation: A Conference on Dance History
Organized by Juliana DeVaan and Emily Hawk 
(Graduate Students)

Columbia Conference on the Coproduction of Knowledge for
Climate, Conservation, and Communities
Organized by Michael A. Petriello,  Pamela H. Smith, Ajit
Subramaniam, and Paige West 

September 15-16

September 22

September 22-24

December 8

February 2

April 19

April 25

May 3

March 28-30

Global Perspectives on the Criminalization of Migration 
Organized by Giorgia Mirto and Chloe Howe Haralambous
(Graduate Students)

November 10

Events   20

http://iserp.columbia.edu/conference
http://iserp.columbia.edu/graduate-student-conference


Conference Posters

Events    21



Initiatives

Initiatives    22



Centers

Center for the Study of
Wealth and Inequality

Directors: Thomas DiPrete,
Yao Lu, and Marissa

Thompson

Applied Statistics Center
Director: Andrew Gelman

Center on African American
Politics and Society

Director: Fredrick C. Harris

Center on Organizational
Innovation

Director: David Stark

Columbia Experimental
Laboratory for the Social

Sciences 
Director: Mark Dean

Associate Director: Jacopo
Perego

Working Group on
Computational Social

Science 
Director: Augustin

Chaintreau
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The AI Model Share Project
Director: Michael Parrott



Workshops

Bruce Western
Bryce Professor of Sociology and Social Justice | Director, Justice Lab

Seminar on Criminal Justice Research 
and Policy Change

David Knight 
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology | Faculty Fellow, Institute for Research

in African-American Studies

Interrogating Lived Experience: New Directions in
Criminal Justice Research, a Workshop on Carcerality,

Law, and Punishment 

Naor Ben-Yehoyada
Associate Professor of Anthropology

The ‘Crime-Criminalization Nexus’
Seminar
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Cutting Edge Legal Action on Climate Change: 
A Conversation with Professor and Lawyer Michael Gerrard

What is the future of climate solutions and how are they legally being shaped, what
are the policies passed by Congress in support of curbing climate change and what
should we expect to be politically feasible next?  In this episode, we explore the
controversial realm of geoengineering, from carbon capture technologies and
storage to solar radiation management. Are these cutting-edge innovations our
climate's saving grace, or do they pose a risky distraction from green energy? Plus,
we unravel the mystery of nations threatened by rising seas. Join us and Professor
and lawyer Michael Gerrard for a thought-provoking episode that's not to be
missed!

Espresso with the Experts 
ISERP's Podcast on Social  Science Subjects

Last year, ISERP launched a new podcast series titled
“Espresso with the Experts,” founded and run by PhD
candidates Beatrice Bonini and Leila Travaglini. This
podcast series invites you to learn from Columbia’s
experts, both inside and outside academia, about the
main social, economic, and political challenges we face.
This year, we released two episodes.

ISERP Podcast

Incorporating Ethical Standards in Digital Platforms and AI
Tools: A Conversation with Professor Tamar Mitts and
McKinney Gray Analytics Miriam McKinney

With the rise of social media and developments in artificial intelligence, several
ethical challenges have emerged. How can we address the spread of misinformation
and harmful content on social media platforms? And what can be done to counter
the biases introduced by algorithms? In this episode, SIPA Professor Tamar Mitts
and Miriam McKinney, founder and CEO of McKinney Gray Analytics, guide us
through the difficult tasks of introducing ethical standards in AI and social media
and the best practices. Join us for an insightful conversation to learn about how
academic work and private research can come together to combat online harm.

Find us on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, and YouTube
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Website - iserp.columbia.edu

ISERP now has a refreshed website. We restructured its layout and introduced new tools for collaboration
between the Social Science departments. 

Highlights include:
A newly-launched “Find a Social Scientist” page that organizes faculty members by their research
interests. 
A standalone tab for our “Call for Proposals” for an easier search.
Division into two sections, one for public-facing programming initiatives and another for administrative
services, accessible only to Columbia and Barnard affiliates with UNIs.

“Find a Social Scientist”
page, sorted by Research
Interest
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Working Papers Bulletin

Last year, ISERP launched the Working Papers Bulletin, an initiative aimed at enhancing the visibility of
research both to other faculty in our own departments and across Social Science departments and the
university. This year, we released two Working Papers Bulletins with a total of 22 papers.

We aim for projects just completed at the stage of manuscript submission (not publications, not media
pieces, not proposals—just academic papers and book chapters). The Working Papers are stored on an
ISERP website and, to avoid possible conflicts with future publication, are available to readers with
Columbia and Barnard UNIs only. They are searchable by keyword to make it easier for scholars across
disciplines to find each other’s work. If you are interested in submitting a working paper for our future
bulletins, please reach out to iserp-communication@columbia.edu, or do so through this link.
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During the 2023–2024 academic year, the Quantitative Methods in the Social Sciences (QMSS) MA
program welcomed 157 students. These students brought a rich variety of backgrounds and goals, coming
from numerous countries and holding training in diverse disciplines such as social sciences, data science,
geography, accounting, philosophy, English, communications, finance, and more.

The QMSS students made the most of Columbia's diverse activities and classes while focusing closely on
their studies. Thinking outside the box and pushing the boundaries of what can be done within an
interdisciplinary MA program at the intersection of social science and data science here, QMSS students
continue to pursue excellent work in different ways, whether as research assistants, via their thesis, on
group projects, or in internships. QMSS faculty members also continue to explore innovative methods for
data analysis, whether via geographic information systems (GIS), or Bayesian statistics, or social network
analysis, or machine learning, or natural language processing, or data visualization, or via numerous other
techniques practiced in modern data science. To demonstrate the kind of work produced by QMSS
students, QMSS student Taylor Francisco won the Audience Choice Award for Most Innovative Thesis at
the GSAS-Wide Synthesis Showcase. Taylor presented her research examining Native American data
representation using a Bayesian approach to model trends in small populations.  

QMSS students continued to make meaningful contributions to a number of partner organizations via
large-scale practicum projects. Working with both large and small organizations—like the UN Refugee
Agency, Priceline, the Census Bureau, Memorial-Sloan Kettering, the new Columbia Climate School, Just
Capital, Ekimetrics, and KPMG—students took on all sorts of challenges, whether those of reducing
literacy gaps among households, or developing alternative methodologies to measure customer priorities,
or creating a prototype for a natural language processing pipeline tied to ChatGPT, or building dashboards
for massive amounts of climate data or country information. Our Innovation Lab continues to grow, support
groundbreaking work, and connect QMSS students with alumni mentors, research institutes, and
organizations across industries. 

QMSS students also got to know each other outside of the classroom. To support these efforts, the QMSS
student group, QASR—the Society for Quantitative Approaches to Social Research—offered a variety of
advanced programming activities, including a virtual mini-hackathon, trips and tours around the City, and
fun in-person events.

Our QMSS research assistant program also continues to provide vital research support to dozens of
Columbia faculty, working on over 50 faculty research projects over the last year. Numerous QMSS
students were selected as Data For Good Scholars to work with Columbia faculty via research internships
run through the Data Science Institute.

QMSS graduates continued to find themselves in high demand, taking on roles at many of the world’s
premier institutions. They join the hundreds of QMSS alumni who distinguish themselves as data scientists,
research directors, senior analysts, and academic researchers in many fields.

For the past 24 years, QMSS has consistently sought to enhance the experiences of its MA students and
support advanced quantitative research within the broader Columbia community. This commitment will
continue as the program looks for new opportunities to add value and support research excellence.

QMSS

QMSS again had two competitors for the GSAS SynThesis thesis competition this year.
Agustina Carvallo Vazquez (second from front left in black coat) presented a study
assessing the impact of the historic Itaipu hydroelectric dam on Paraguay's economic
growth and environment. Taylor Francisco (middle back in red) won the Audience
Choice Award for Most Innovative Thesis, on research examining Native American data
representation using a Bayesian approach to model trends in small populations.

Programs    29



Economics Pre-Doctoral Programs:
Celebrating the Outgoing Pre-Docs PhD

and Job Acceptances. From top left:
Chiara Chanoi, Barthelemy Bikoi, Gabriel

Reyes, Patricio Hernandez Senosiain;
From Bottom Left: Muhammad Bashir,
Marco Gutierrez Chavez, Jack Rosetti

In July 2023, the Program for Economic Research (PER) welcomed Professor David Weinstein as the new
Executive Director for the 2023–2024 year. Professor Weinstein previously served as Executive Director of
PER from 2009–2012, and it has been a pleasure to welcome Professor Weinstein back into the role.

PER is proud to serve as the main vehicle for administrative support and programming to the pre-doctoral
students selected through both our Staff Associate program—specifically centered on providing research
staff funding to junior faculty within the Economics Department—and the Bridge to PhD pre-doctoral
programs. Pre-doctoral students serve as salaried researchers supporting their faculty sponsors, while
having the ability to take Columbia classes and participate in special pre-doc programming.

For the 2023-2024 year, PER welcomed four new Staff Associates to the program: Barthelemy Bikoi,
working under the faculty mentorship of Professor Ebonya Washington; Filippo Paternollo, working under
Professors Gautam Gowrisankaran and Pietro Tebaldi; Patricio Hernandez Senosiain, working under
Professors Gautam Gowrisankaran and Pietro Tebaldi; and Jack Rosetti, working under Professors
Michael Best and Tatiana Mocanu. PER also welcomed one new Bridge to PhD Scholar, Gabriel Reyes,
working under the faculty mentorship of Professor Wojciech Kopzuk. 

At the end of June 2024, PER celebrated our outgoing pre-doctoral scholars, who on completion of their
two-year term position will now be moving on to the following programs or positions in their academic and/
or professional journeys:

Muhammad Bashir, PhD Candidate in Economics, UC Berkeley
Chiara Chanoi, Research Assistant, Washington Center for Equitable Growth
Marco Gutierrez Chavez, PhD Candidate in Data Science, University of Virginia
Michael Duarte, PhD Candidate in Economics, UC Berkeley 
Alex Forlenza, joint JD/PhD Candidate in Law/Economics, NYU

PER continued its PER Weekly Visitor Program, in which PER works with faculty to invite and host an
economics professor from another institution for one week at the University. While here, the professor
collaborates with a faculty host to prepare a presentation for a PhD seminar class, and holds open office
hours to meet with Economics PhD students and pre-doctoral scholars. For the 2023-2024 academic year,
PER was proud to host the following Weekly Visitors:

Leonardo Bursztyn, Saieh Family Professor of Economics, University of Chicago
Professor Chen Lian, Assistant Professor of Economics, UC Berkeley
Eric Maskin, Adams University Professor, Professor of Economics and Mathematics, Harvard University
Professor Ryan Oprea, Maxwell C. and Mary Pellish Chair in Economics, UC Santa Barbara
Jean Charles Rochet, Professor of Economics, Toulouse School of Economics
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Student Support
Data Purchase Award Recipients: 
Kosha Modi, Ricardo Pommer Muñoz

Conference Support Award Recipients:
Natalie Yang, Shuhua Si, Michelle Jiang, Wendy
Morrison, Giovanni Bonfanti

Field or Experimental Research Award Recipients:
Akanksha Vardani, Zhi Hao Lim, Natalie Yang, Palaash
Bhargava

In support of ongoing graduate research, PER provided
summer stipends and/or funding awards to 44 PhD
students/candidates, and funding support to summer
research appointments for 10 MA students.

Executive Director
David Weinstein 

Carl S. Shoup Professor
of Japanese Economy

Program Manager
Chantel Hover

Program for Economic
Research (PER)



Events:
Sept. 7, 2023: Professor Christopher Sims, 2011 Nobel Laureate in Economic Sciences
and John J. F. Sherrerd ‘52 University Professor of Economics at Princeton University,
gave the 14th Annual Kenneth J. Arrow Lecture, entitled “Origins of American Inflation.”
A welcome speech was given by Dr. Minouche Shafik, President of Columbia University,
and Jan Svejnar, Director of the Center on Global Economy and Governance and
Richard N. Gardner Professor of Economics and International Affairs at SIPA. Discussion
Panel included Columbia Professors Jennifer La’O, Joseph Stiglitz, and Michael
Woodford. Co-Hosted by PER, the Center on Global Economy and Governance, the
Initiative for Policy Dialogue, and Columbia University Press.

Oct. 25, 2023: Professor Esteban Rossi-Hansberg, Glen A. Lloyd Distinguished Service Professor, Kenneth
C. Griffin Department of Economics at the University of Chicago, gave a lecture entitled “Anticipating
Climate Change Across the U.S.” as part of the PER Distinguished Lecture Series.

Nov. 14, 2023: Professor Amy Finkelstein, John & Jennie S. MacDonald Professor of
Economics at MIT, gave a lecture entitled “We’ve Got You Covered: Rebooting
American Health Care,” with welcoming remarks and lecture discussion by Professor
Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Prize Laureate and University Professor of Economics at
Columbia University. Co-hosted with the Columbia World Projects Center for Political
Economy.

Nov. 28, 2023: The CFM-PER Alternative Data Initiative hosted a Zoom Panel discussion entitled
“Generative AI: Transformation or Hype?” with panel discussants Dr. Laurent Laloux, Chief Product Officer
at CFM, and Maryam Farboodi, Jon D. Gruber Development Professor at MIT Sloan School of
Management. The panel was moderated by Professor José Scheinkman, Charles and Lynn Zhang
Professor of Economics at Columbia University.

Jan. 6, 2024: PER hosted a special Columbia Economics reception at the annual AEA ASSA conference in
San Antonio, TX.

Conferences & Workshops:

Sept. 15-16, 2023: The 5th Annual Columbia Conference on Economic Theory (CCET), co-hosted with the
Microeconomic Theory Initiative (MTI) 

Sept. 22-23, 2023: The First Bi-Annual Transatlantic Kellen Conference Series

May 3-4, 2024: Macroeconomics in Emerging Markets Conference, in honor of Professor Martin Uribe

Professor Martin Uribe, Professor
and Econ Dept. Chair Mike

Woodford, Professor Stephanie
Schmitt-Grohe

A Lasting Impression: All of these
conference attendees are current
university professors who were
supervised by Prof. Uribe during

their PhD
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ISERP Online
Website & Social Media

Find live-streamed and
recorded ISERP events
including seminars, book
panels, executive
education courses, and
more. Event series are
conveniently collected into
playlists. 

YouTube 
ISERP

See a calendar of upcoming events
and highlights from each monthly
newsletter.

Facebook
ISERP Columbia

Stay up-to-date about upcoming
events, recent faculty research
and media highlights, and activity
from our partners across
Columbia and beyond. 

X (formerly Twitter)
iserp_columbia
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Subscribe to ISERP’s
newsletter to stay

up-to-date!

https://mailchi.mp/735cdd212a1e/sign-up-for-iserps-newsletter


Miguel Urquiola (Ex Officio) 
Professor of Economics and

International and Public
Affairs; Dean of Social

Sciences

Executive Committee

Alessandra Casella
Professor of Political

Science and Economics;
Co-Director, ISERP

Thomas A. DiPrete
Giddings Professor of

Sociology

Jafari S. Allen
Professor of African

American and African
Diaspora Studies; Director,

Institute for Research in
African-American Studies

John Colin Mutter
Professor of Earth and

Environmental Sciences and of
International and Public Affairs

Elizabeth A. Povinelli
Franz Boas Professor

of Anthropology

Justin H. Phillips
Professor of Political

Science; Chair, Department
of Political Science

Adam J. Kosto
Professor of History;
Co-Director, ISERP 
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Research Staff &
Administration
Research & Instructional Staff

Yaeli Bloch-Elkon
Adjunct Associate Research Scholar

Jonah Gabry
Senior Staff Associate I

Benjamin Goodrich
Associate Research Scholar

Philip Greengard
Postdoctoral Research Scholar

Raymond Hicks
Adjunct Associate Research Scholar
& Associate Research Scholar

Charlotte Martres
Visiting Research Intern

Greer Mellon
Postdoctoral Research Scholar

Giulia Mezzadri
Postdoctoral Research Scholar

Mitzi Morris
Senior Staff Associate III

Michael Parrott
Adjunct Associate Research Scholar

Arthur Prat-Carrabin
Associate Research Scholar

Mitsuhiro Shimazu
Visiting Research Scholar 

Lena Song
Adjunct Associate Research Scholar

Camille Tremblay-Antoine 
Postdoctoral Research Scholar

Philip Waggoner
Adjunct Associate Research Scholar

Nicholas Anderson
Adjunct Assistant Professor

Mazen Asaad
Adjunct Assistant Professor

Thomas Brambor
Adjunct Assistant Professor

Nicole DiCrecchio
Adjunct Assistant Professor

Gregory Eirich
Senior Lecturer

Benjamin Goodrich
Lecturer

Mike He
Adjunct Assistant Professor

Patrick Houlihan
Adjunct Assistant Professor

Elena Krumova
Lecturer

Marco Morales
Adjunct Assistant Professor

Michael Parrott
Lecturer in the Discipline of Political Science

 Alexander Peterhansl
Adjunct Assistant Professor

Charles Riemann
Adjunct Assistant Professor

Jingyan Yang
Adjunct Assistant Professor

Maiko Yomogida
Lecturer

QMSS Instructional StaffResearch Staff
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M.K. Babcock
Associate Director of Finance

Leah Benque
Program Coordinator

Christopher Carter
Business Officer

Luis Collado
Administrative Assistant

Aileen Espinoza
Financial Coordinator

Kornel Laszlo
Grants Manager Post Award

Benjamin Lis
Data Engineer (History Lab)

Dralca Mercado
Business Officer

Grace Neveu
Assistant Director Pre Award

Terine Persad
HR Generalist

William Puleo
Accounts Payable Specialist

Gregory Eirich
Director

Elena Krumova
Assistant Director

Rachel Raven-Chabin
Program Coordinator

QMSS Staff

Research Staff &
Administration
Administrative Staff
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Jo-Ann Rivera
Director of Administration and Finance

Stacy Royster
Grants Manager Post Award

Georgiy Syunyaev
Research Staff Assistant (NUSS)

Malika Wilson
Assistant Director of HR & Academic Appts



Contact Us
ISERP

International Affairs Building
420 West 118th St., Suite 370

Mail Code 3355
New York, NY 10027

(212) 854-3081
iserp@columbia.edu

mailto:iserp@columbia.edu



